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Administrative Information

Historical Note

The Dude Fire began with a lightning strike in the Ponderosa Pine forest near Dude
Creek about 12 miles northeast of Payson, Arizona, on June 25, 1990, at 1:15 p.m. By
July 2 firefighters had contained the fire which burned 28,480 acres and 67 structures
including all but 3 homes in Bonita Creek Estates and the historic Zane Grey Cabin and
Haught Cabin. Six firefighters lost their lives in a violent firestorm in Walk Moore
Canyon near Bonita Creek Estates, five of whom were prisoners from Perryville and the
sixth their supervisor. The cost of fighting the Dude Fire grew to over $3.1 million, with
2600 personnel from 61 crews, 10 air tankers, 14 helicopters, 12 dozers, 14 water tenders,
and 31 engines being employed. Tonto National Forest , Coconino National Forest, and
Apache Sitgreaves National Forest were involved, as well as private land. Twenty-five
large game animals were estimated to be lost, along with 30 head of cattle. An estimated



36 mm BF (36,000,000 board feet) of timber was lost. The Dude Fire came to be known
as the most destructive wildfire in Arizona History.

Scope and Content

The Great Dude Fire 1990 scrapbook contains photographs, handwritten narrative by
Stanley C. Brown, news clippings, U. S. Government Printing Office background
material on fires in nature, copies of documents from the fire period including Incident
Objective Reports from July 2, 1990, Division Assignment Lists, Radio Communications
Plans, Fire Behavior Forecasts, Evacuation Plans, Air Operations Summary,
Rehabilitation Plans, a Civil rights Message from a San Carlos Apache Crew, Incident
Status Summary from July 1, 1990, Safety Message, a map of the fire line on July 3,
1990 (in sections), Evacuee Entry Permit, News Releases on July 1, 1990 and July 6,
1990, A Dude Fire Closure Area Map, A special closure for the Dude Fire Area from July
11, 1990, and the pamphlet called The Story of the Dude Fire prepared by the Forest
Service.
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